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Memorandum of Understanding
9 April 2009

National

Oceanographic

Data

Committee


NODC Memorandum of Understanding
· Rijkswaterstaat (Directorate-General for Public Works and Water Management), represented by A J M Van der Putte, head of the Data Department of the Rijkswaterstaat Data-ICT Services,
· Deltares, represented by Prof. H J De Vriend, scientific director,

· Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research, represented by Prof. C H R Heip, general director,
· TNO Building and Construction, Geological Survey of the Netherlands, represented by Dr. M J Van Bracht, head TNO Building and Construction,

· Hydrographic Service of the Royal Netherlands Navy, represented by Captain (n) F P J De Haan, head of the Hydrographic Service,
· Netherlands Institute of Ecology - Centre for Estuarine and Marine Ecology, represented by Prof. C H R Heip, director

· Wageningen IMARES, Institute for Marine Resources and Ecosystem Studies, represented by Dr. M C T Scholten, general director.

hereafter referred to as “Participants”

Considering that 
· oceanographic and marine data, collected by institutes in the Netherlands, remain valuable for scientific as well as practical use, both nationally and internationally, after the initial collection and use of these data,
· under international and national regulations it is obligatory to provide access to data and information obtained from publicly funded research,
· the development, prescription and use of national and international standards regarding the collection, storage, management and exchange of data are increasing,
· collaboration between the Participants makes setting policies and managing and providing access to national oceanographic and marine data more efficient and effective,

· national representation in international organizations and projects in the field of oceanographic and marine data management is desirable,

 Have decided that
the National Oceanographic Data Committee (NODC) will be continued as a collaborative platform for the exchange of oceanographic and marine data, as well as for the exchange of expertise in data management.
Regulations
Article 1. OBJECTIVES
1.1 Promoting permanent access to high-quality oceanographic and marine data as effectively, efficiently, and fully as possible for the largest possible user group in accordance with international standards.
1.2 Lowering the legal, organizational, technical and financial barriers to the supply of data among the Participants and to third parties.
1.3 Serving as a platform for the exchange of information and knowledge regarding the management of oceanographic and marine data in the Netherlands.

1.4 Playing an active part in international networks and developments in the field of oceanographic and marine data. 

Article 2. TASKS
2.1 The NODC is a national platform that contributes to the national and international development of standards of metadata, data, services, products, and quality procedures.
2.2 The NODC takes care of the maintaining and developing the NODC data infrastructure.
2.3 The NODC promotes the harmonization of the supply terms and conditions of data by maintaining and implementing the NODC data policy.

2.4 The NODC analyses the implications of developments in international regulations and standards and confers with the Participants on the implementation of these.

2.5 The NODC contributes to the establishment of an international umbrella infrastructure for marine and oceanographic data.
2.6 The NODC launches and participates in national and international projects that are aimed at improving access to and harmonizing the quality of oceanographic data.

Article 3. PARTICIPATION, COMPOSITION AND DURATION
3.1 The NODC is composed of national institutes that collect and manage oceanographic and marine data.
3.2 Entry of new members into the NODC requires unanimous agreement of the current Participants.

3.3 The NODC consists of the Participants’ staff members, who are actively involved in data management in their own institutes. Every Participant appoints one representative to the NODC. 
3.4 This Memorandum of Understanding comes into operation on 9 April 2009 and it replaces the Memorandum of Understanding dated 17 September 1997.

3.5 This Memorandum of Understanding will be tacitly renewed for 12 months annually on 1 January, starting 1 January 2010. 
3.6 Participants may resign their membership of the Memorandum of Understanding and the NODC annually with effect from 1 January. The resignation must be sent to the chairman of the NODC in writing before 1 October.
3.7 Proposals for dissolving the Memorandum of Understanding and disbanding the NODC are only accepted if carried by a majority vote. If the Memorandum of Understanding is dissolved or if the NODC is disbanded, Participants will make arrangements for current affairs.
Article 4 FINANCIAL TERMS
4.1 Participants will bear the cost of personnel required by participation in the NODC by providing qualified staff 
4.2 The running costs of the NODC are paid out of the annual contribution, which is set by the Participants every year. 

4.3 The financial settlement of NODC participation in national and international projects, referred to in article 2.6, is made separately from contributions referred to in articles 4.1 and 4.2.
Article 5 CONDITIONS
5.1 The NODC will refrain from activities that are reserved for Participants.
5.2 Parties will not hold each other responsible for any damage resulting from activities related to the responsibilities described in article 2, and they will protect each other from liability. 
Article 6 AMENDMENTS
6.1 Amendments to the Memorandum of Understanding will be submitted to the Participants, and they will be included in the Memorandum of Understanding after unanimous agreement.
Article 7 

7.1 The NODC’s procedures and practices are laid down in the NODC internal regulations. 
7.2 The NODC has got a data policy, which is the result of the agreements of the Memorandum of Understanding of 17 September 1997 and of the present Memorandum of Understanding. 
Signatures: 

· Rijkswaterstaat (Directorate-General for Public Works and Water Management), represented by A J M Van der Putte, head of the Data Department of the Rijkswaterstaat Data-ICT Services,

· Deltares, represented by Prof. H J  De Vriend, scientific director, pp J A Van Twillert, head of the Marine and Coastal Systems Section,
· Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research, represented by Prof. C H R Heip, general director,

· TNO Building and Construction, Geological Survey of the Netherlands, represented by Dr. M J Van Bracht, head TNO Building and Construction,

· Hydrographic Service of the Royal Netherlands Navy, represented by Captain (n) F P J De Haan, head of the Hydrographic Service,

· Netherlands Institute of Ecology - Centre for Estuarine and Marine Ecology, represented by Prof. C H R Heip, director

· Wageningen IMARES, Institute for Marine Resources and Ecosystem Studies, represented by Dr. M C T Scholten, general director, pp Prof. H J Lindeboom, scientific board member. 

Signed in Amsterdam on 9 April 2009.
